
 

 

Northwoods Regional ATV Trail Alliance Meeting (NWRATA) 

When: October 9, 2024 

Where: Village Inn, 6524 County Rd. 58 NE, Outing MN 56662 

Time: Social Hour Beginning at 5:00pm, Meeting starts at 6:00pm 

Call-In: Dial 605-313-5798, Enter Access Code 3337593# 

Hosted by: Eagle Country Snowmobile & ATV Club 

Agenda 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Welcome / Introduction of New Attendees - Alliance Chair Harlan Kingsley 

Members in attendance  - 21 people in attendance including  Erv Kleinschmidt on call in. 

Secretary Report of July 2024 minutes - Becky Tuckenhagen.   Perry May 1st, Terry Tuckenhagen 2nd, approved. 

Treasurer Report – Ed Schulze. Terry T uckenhagen 1st, Jeremy Hohansee 2nd approved 
Beginning balance  6-30-2024  $2962.38 
Ending balance        9-30-2024  $3088.14 
 

Deposits  (Ride and Rally sponsorship)(misc)  $ 1471 
Subtractions (Ride and Rally sponsorship) (Axtell food) ($1345.24) 

 
Discussion Points: 

1. ATVMN Ride & Rally - Summary  (Alliance Logo not on ½ throttle banner) sent check in on August 12th 
cashed on 15th of August. On power point shown at Ride and Rally but not on banner.   ATVMN said 
they did not have our logo.   Believe they did.  Perry will talk to Dean about look into getting another 
logo that would include all the club’s logos.  This could get too busy and would need changing every 
time a new club joined.  Perry to follow up with Chris and Jeff Tidholm about getting a new logo which 
includes word alliance.  Steve Ferraro to see if Alliance sponsorship shows up on the ATVMN website.     

2. ATVMN Ride & Roast 2025 -Eagle Country to host   Craig – recent meeting - formed a committee to 
move forward.  Event location - Remer May 17, 2025 

3. Selfie Stations (Evergreen PAC, Mille Lacs Drift Skippers, White Pine Riders) Evergreen Pac is installed 
on Kettle River Bridge by Denham.  DriftSkippers is ready, will be installed on Red top.  Waiting on 
White Pine Riders, Next year installation. 



4. Northwoods Trails Improvement Grant #1 & #2 Progress and key dates   Perry - Chris says to get all the 
money  for 1st part of trail Grant.(outstanding invoices from clubs to Aitkin County are due by 
approximately May 1, 2025) Chris Johnson to verify.  So Chris can get them into State by June 30, 2025. 

5. Northwoods Jamboree at Axtell held on Sept. 28 – Summary    Between 60 – 70 people hotter and 
dustier this year.   Having lunch worked well.  Thanks to Ed and Fred for getting the food and to Chris 
doing the cooking.   Next year maybe we should have a meet and greet at the entrance to invite 
everyone to join the activities.  Ed Schulze had the banner made by Glen’s Sign Dezine.  No bill yet?   

6. Solana State Forest Trail Planning on October 16th, at Aitkin High School    Perry May - phase 2 planning 
on all state forests.  Perry meeting with Ron Potter, Erv K about a specific issue – there is already a bill 
to build the trail on east side of Mille Lacs and will go through the Solana state forest.   DNR needs to 
know that the bonding bill is already approved even though no trails on ground yet.   Need to show a 
lot of support at this meeting.   

7. Next year GIA Applications due to Sponsors before 11/30/2024.     
8. Need for Soo line trail magnet?   Aitkin County wants the county to take care of the Soo Line, Carlton 

County is different, Evergreen Pac does a lot on the Soo Line.  Most clubs in Aitkin County would not 
get reimbursement for doing the soo line. Eagle Country takes care of Cass County. Mille Lacs County 
did kick-off on Soo Line improvement.   Each county owns their own part of Soo Line except in Cass 
County by Federal dam is Federal.   Magnets can cost around 15k.   TBD. 

9. Electronic Map in pdf form.   Perry May – our current map is not in electronic form.  With all the 
advertisements it is too large.  Needs to be broken down.  Perry might talk to DNR (has GIS data) to see 
if it can be put on Avenza maps as the whole thing.  Perry to talk to Dave Halsey to see if it can get put 
on Ride Command.  Update: Perry will work with MNDNR to create an electronic Avenza Northwoods ATV 
Trail System map 

10. Letters to our Legislators?? After Election send out in January to new reps to make them aware of the 
Alliance and all the clubs involved. 

11. Possible new Alliance Clubs (Eastern Morrison County, Northern Pine Riders, Rapid Riders, Itasca Trail 
Riders) Rapid Riders interested in joining.  Their trails were originally part of the original Northwoods 
70, UPM Blandin trails. Northwoods system is one of largest trails systems in Midwest, the most traffic, 
largest interconnecting system. Only trail system that has connections to be able to ride to Wisconsin, 
Michigan, and International Falls legally. 

12. ATV Survey – Chris J   presented by Becky.  Please fill out survey.  See handout at end of notes. 
13. Signage – Ed Schulze    MNUSA (Snowmobile org) reported that there are way too many caution signs 

that do not explain what caution it is.  If there is an accident where the caution sign is not labelled 
specifically listing the caution, then lawsuits have occurred. Also use diamonds to denote culverts 
instead of caution.  Perry is looking into this to see if this could also apply to ATV trails.                      
Update – 1. MNDNR does not require caution signs explanation.  This is guidance from MNUSA and not from 
MNDNR - No changes for GIA ATV trail sign guidance 

14. 501(c)3  and  Beneficial Ownership (FINCEN)  Becky still working on it.  Chris contacting someone about 
the 501c(3) 

15. New email for the Alliance.   northwoodsatvalliance@gmail.com 
Becky will send out notes to both the original email and new one.  Just in case the new one goes to 
your junk mail. 
 



 

Aitkin County updates: 

 Widseth Smith Nolting (WSN), and Mille Lacs East Side ATV Trail work 
 MN Wheelin Ads – 250 miles of ATV Trails?   Invite the economic manager from Aitkin County next 

time. 
 Grading contract and performance -  ?? 

Club / Trail Updates – All 

 Blind Lake Club – (Blind Lake Loop & Connector) New shelter put up off Cty Rd 68.  Fixed where spot below 
where north and south loops come together.  Always a muddy, tricky spot to maneuver. 
 

 Evergreen PAC - (South & North Soo Line) Carlton County. club ride on 10-12.  Looking to hire a guy with an 
excavator to fix part of trail.  8+ miles. 

 
 Up North Riders - (Lawler Loops) Shelter going up on south loop. Skid steer tracks on puncheons entrances, work 

in progress.  Still catching up on repairing trails from rain, dry enough to do now 
 

 White Pine Riders - (Solana) working on maintenance.  Working on puncheon bridges on Soalna trails 
 

 Mille Lacs Drift Skippers - (Red Top, Foxy, South Soo Line) no update 
 

 Northwoods Quads – (Hill City, Moose River Connector) putting fill down on section of trail, need to work on  12 
year old puncheon bridge that was damaged in spring.   

 
 Over the Hills Gang – (Emily/Outing/Moose River, Emily /Blind Lake) New County park on trail -Emily Park.  The 

park has ATV parking area and can get directly to trail.   Trails are dry and dusty as are others.  Working on hwy 6 
ditch.  Trying to find dozer operator with small blade 8ft.  Jason Gilbert looks like a possibility  

 
 Eagle Country - (North Soo Line /Cass County) Pavilion got started a week or two ago.  It should be done by late 

fall.  88 toilets in the pavilion.  Section of trail still closed up to the north. Working on replacing culverts.    
 

 Milles Lacs Trails Inc – (Mille Lacs East ??)  no update. 
 

 Aitkin County – (Rabey, Rat Lake, Soo Line, Axtell)  No Chris, handout provided, see attached 
 

 UPM    Jerry McKnight -- filling in washouts from earlier rain- dumping a lot of gravel in spots.  Want to change 
part of trail, need to talk to Chris Johnson ACLD 

 
Guest Mark Gossman   Cass County Land Department. 
 
Harlan – Perry     Want ATVMN by-laws changed to state that no money for new trails will come out of the ATV 
dedicated account until maintenance fund for Grant-in-Aid is fully funded.  The GIA maintenance funding account should 
be increased to fully fund trail Maintenance requests.  
 

Open Forum  

- Next Alliance meeting January 15, 2024  
- Host: Blind Lake ATV Club 
- Site  TBD.   40 Club Aitkin or Block North possibilities. 

Adjourn: Frank  Turnock 1st, Fred Neumann  2nd  Adjourned. 



 



 



This should say 2019-2024 

 

 


